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sanctuary was disassembled and rebuilt, new 
carpeting was laid, the church was rewired, 
pews were renovated, the church interior was 
repainted and handicapped access was made 
available. 

In the latest restructuring in 2005, the 
Church of the Ascension now shares its pas-
tor, Rev. Kakareka, with two other nearby par-
ishes. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the parishioners of the Church of the 
Ascension, both past and present, for their for-
titude and devotion that has resulted in the 
continuous existence of a proud parish for the 
past century. It is the faith, integrity and dedi-
cation of people like those who belong to the 
Church of the Ascension that has contributed 
to making this Nation great. And we are thank-
ful to them for that wonderful gift. 
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CONGRATULATING STEVEN 
BENSON 

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Steven Benson of 
Owatonna, Minnesota on receiving the 2005 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching. 

This award was established in 1983 by an 
Act of Congress and is administered for the 
White House by the National Science Founda-
tion. The award recognizes teachers who are 
both role models for colleagues and encour-
age talented individuals to become and remain 
teachers. Outstanding math and science edu-
cators are nominated each year from the 
United States and four other jurisdictions. 
Teachers may be nominated by faculty, stu-
dents, parents or members of the community. 
After advancing through an intense selection 
process at both state and national levels, the 
final winners are announced by the President 
of the United States. 

Mr. Steven Benson has proven himself as a 
dedicated and outstanding educator. Mr. Ben-
son believes in making his math classes more 
relevant to everyday life to generate greater 
interest in his students and encourage their 
success. By creating a personal connection to 
the content, Mr. Benson shows students how 
math significantly affects and influences their 
hobbies, activities, and future plans. For this 
commitment to his profession and to his stu-
dents, Mr. Benson will receive The Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching—the highest honor a 
teacher of mathematics or science can re-
ceive. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Mr. 
Steven Benson for receiving the 2005 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching. Quality math teachers, 
like Mr. Benson, inspire our students’ inquisi-
tive nature to explore new challenges, innova-
tive career paths, and the future of ideas. His 
steadfast professionalism and abilities in the 
classroom are a standard for which all edu-
cators should aim. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the nation of Greece on its triumphant 
185th anniversary of winning independence. 
Throughout its glorious history, Greece has 
proven to be an inspiration to the United 
States and to nations around the world. 

The birthplace and cradle of democracy, 
Greece’s long history of promoting the ideals 
of justice and freedom now serves as a stand-
ard against which we measure all other na-
tions. The legacy of antiquity is still felt 
throughout the streets of Athens today. It was 
the ancient Greeks who first realized that the 
right of self-governance was an essential foun-
dation of any civilized society. Although such 
principles seem elementary today, their ideas 
were revolutionary in their own time. We can-
not discount the influence that ancient Greece 
has had on our Nation. 

In the founding of our Nation, Greece 
served as a model by which the framers of the 
constitution structured our government. After 
helping to author our Constitution, Thomas 
Jefferson referred to Greece as ‘‘the light, 
which led us out of Gothic darkness.’’ That 
same light, still shining from the distant memo-
ries of ancient Greece, guides our Nation 
today. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the nation of Greece, on the 185th 
anniversary of their independence. Much like 
our own Fourth of July, Greek Independence 
Day is a time for people to come together and 
celebrate a shared vision. For the past six 
years, the organizers of the Greek Independ-
ence Day Committee have worked to create a 
wonderful community and family event that is 
enjoyed and shared by Clevelanders of all eth-
nic backgrounds. This year, it is important for 
all Americans to remember the history of inde-
pendence and to remember where the roots of 
our Nation originate. It is a time to honor all 
people who join in the struggle for liberty and 
justice. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joel R. Herndon, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 357, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joel has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joel R. Herndon for his accom-

plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with great pride that I rise today to con-
gratulate the South St. Paul High School Girls’ 
Hockey Program—the 2006 Minnesota State 
Class A Champions! With this win, South St. 
Paul finished the season 22–6–1. 

In an exciting a 3–2 overtime win, the Pack-
ers’ won their fourth State title in five years. In 
fact, this year marks the Packers’ eighth ap-
pearance at the State tournament, which is a 
record for the South St. Paul Girls’ Hockey 
Program. I am confident that these young 
women will continue to reach for new chal-
lenges and break old records. 

As an alumna of South St. Paul High 
School, it is exciting to see how far women’s 
athletics has come. These young women 
played and won their championship on the 
same ice that the men’s National Hockey 
League plays. Young women today have 
greatly benefited from the landmark legislation 
that, among other provisions, ensures equality 
in athletics for female athletes—Title IX. Be-
cause of Title IX young women today have 
more opportunities—to practice, to play, to win 
championships—than the women of earlier 
generations. 

Over the past 30 years, many doors have 
opened for women and girls in this country, 
and we must continue to ensure that our sis-
ters are offered equal athletic opportunities at 
all levels of their abilities. As the mother of a 
young woman who has participated in ath-
letics, I am proud to see that this law has en-
abled more young women to participate in the 
athletic activities that young men have enjoyed 
for so many years. 

Congratulations Packers! I join with the resi-
dents of South St. Paul in their celebration of 
your success and look forward to the celebra-
tion of future successes! 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize on the House floor that 
2006 marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of 
the Sinai Temple in Springfield, Massachu-
setts. I congratulate the members and leaders 
of the temple for the important role it plays in 
the Jewish community throughout the Spring-
field area. I hope the spiritual services and 
community cohesion the temple brings to its 
members will continue well into the future. I 
would like to insert into the RECORD a brief 
history of the Sinai Temple that honors its 
founders and leaders throughout the years. 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF SINAI TEMPLE 
Sinai Temple began in 1931 when newly-

weds Samuel and Helen Simons decided that 
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